Village of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Acting Village Clerk Mindy Trustee QOpen Trustee Tom Jordan

Olson

Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
Thursday October 19, 2023

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by President Richard Samples.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy Olson.

Absent from the meeting were Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans, Public Works
Superintendent Brian English, and Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda. Motion to
approve by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken approving the agenda as
presented unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: None

Action Items

1. Approval of Past Meeting Minutes: President Samples presented the board minutes for the
October 5, 2023 board meeting. Motion to approve the payables was made by Trustee Luber,
seconded by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was taken with all approving the payables as presented.

2. Approval of Payables: President Samples presented the payables for the period in the amount of
$295,503.50. Motion to approve the payables was made by Trustee Coleman, seconded by
Trustee Stewart. Roll call was taken with all approving the payables as presented.



Approval to purchase 2 flags: President Samples presented information to the Board on the cost
of various flags to purchase. Treasurer Olson also presented a spreadsheet detailing the total
spent on the flag to date. Discussion was had to purchase 2 new flags and reinforce the ends and
also create a line item in the budget to keep track of the funds spent for the flag. President
Samples asked for a motion to purchase 2 new flags at this time. Motion was made by Trustee
Coleman, seconded by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was taken approving the ordinance unanimously.

Discussion Items

1.

Building Permit for Cell Phone Tower: President Samples presented to the Board a copy of the
application for building permit for the cell phone tower.

Spa License: President Samples presented to the Board information relating to the potential new
business that opened in the Village. The business is known as Tranquil Eternal Spa or a Chinese
massage therapy center. Upon review of the business, it was determined that the business would
require a special use permit. It has been confirmed that the business does not, nor has it applied
for such permit. Chief Hansell delivered a “cease and desist” order to the business due to zoning
violations. Chief Hansell advised when he delivered the notice he only met with one person who
did not speak English and was told the business was not open yet.

Billboard Sign: President Samples advised the board that the request for the construction of a
billboard sign by WC Media has been denied by the Planning Commission. This will be brought
to the Board at the next regular meeting.

Village Website Update: Reggie Jordan joined the meeting via internet and presented a power
point giving an update on what he has been doing on the Village’s website. He has been working
on items such as consistency among all searches, how easy it is to navigate the site, removing
redundancies, updating descriptions, and many other behind the scenes items. He also suggested
that we may want to make the site ADA accessible, create a local businesses page, and events
page. President Samples commented that he feels this is very good progress and perhaps we
should add some school information as well. He also has other thoughts and will reach out to Mr.
Jordan directly. Trustee Coleman agrees that we should promote the school and we should make
the site ADA accessible especially with both ADA schools in town. Mr. Jordan will continue to
work on the site.

Old Business:

1. AT&T Update: President Samples presented a copy of the email he sent to Attorney Rob
Cross regarding the proposed easement to AT&T. In the email President Samples advise
Attorney Cross that the pedestal that AT&T wants access to is actually owned by Cass
Communications. Cass Communications informed President Samples that they did not win
the bid for band width so they will not allow AT&T access to the pedestal. Therefore, there
is no need for the easement.

o The representative that was present at the meeting from AT&T said there has not been a
bid put out for this issue because they are waiting on the easement. They can not put it
out for bid until they get the easement.



e Trustee Coleman asked based on the pictures presented if AT&T would still need the
easement if Cass Communications does not win the bid.

e The AT&T representative stated the Sequoia is not a public street so therefore they would
need the easement to access the property.

e Chief Hansell interjected that Sequoia is a public street.

¢ Trustee Stewart asked if the pedestal and easement are owned by Cass Communications.

e President Samples said that from Vandalia to that spot Cass Communications owns. He
suggests the issue is tabled.

o Trustee Coleman suggested that as a Board they need to understand this issue better.

e The AT&T representative said they would need an easement regardless of who wins the
bid.

o Trustee Stewart asked what has changed since Attorney Cross talked to the Board.

o President Samples stated that Attorney Cross was waiting to hear back from AT&T

e Trustee Stewart said the Board can not vote tonight and would like it added for a vote on
the next regular board meeting.

e Trustee Coleman agreed that he would like it added to the Board meeting and also to
make sure the Board members understand everything.

e All agreed to add this issue to the next regular board meeting.

New Business:

1. Solar: President Samples presented the Board with an email he sent to an individual requesting
information about any surplus land the Village may have to build a solar farm. He advised the
individual that the Village does not have any surplus land.

Executive Session: President Samples advised there is a no need for an executive session.

Adjournment: Motion was made to return to adjourn the meeting by Trustee Retzer, seconded by
Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously.
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