Village of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Village Clerk Mindy Olson Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday March 21, 2024

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by President Richard Samples.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance/

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield, and Village Clerk
and Treasurer Mindy Olson.

Absent from the meeting was Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Public Works
Superintendent Brian English

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the amended agenda was made by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Luber. Roll call
was taken approving the agenda unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: There were no comments from the floor.

Action Items

1. Ratification of Resolution to Waive Competitive Bidding on Equipment: President Samples
presented the Resolution to Waive Competitive Bidding on Equipment as approved at the Board
Meeting on March 7, 2024 and asked for a motion to ratity the resolution. Motion was made by
Trustee Jordan, seconded by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken with all approving the motion as
presented.



Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the special meeting was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee
Retzer. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned .

Approval of Minutes

Richard Samples, Village President
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Willage of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
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Olson

Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
Thursday March 21, 2024

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield, and Village Clerk
and Treasurer Mindy Olson.

Absent from the meeting was Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Public Works
Superintendent Brian English

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda removing item
#4 Tourism Grant, item #7 Pickleball Court and adding items for Off Premise Sign Ordinance and Solar
Panel Discussion. Motion to approve the updated agenda by Trustee Coleman, second by Trustee Luber.
Roll call was taken approving the agenda as updated unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: None

Discussion Items

1. Tourism Grant for Abraham Lincoln Council Boys Scouts: President Samples introduced Jessica
Dye who is the District Executive and coordinator for the event. Ms. Dye advised the board that
they would be holding the 4™ annual sporting clay event this year. She has provided the board
with a flyer and budget plan for the event. They have 27 participants for the event. The event is
held in Jacksonville at the Sportsman’s Club. The biggest reason they have the event there is to
help the Jacksonville Boy Scouts. Trustee Coleman asked what the money would be used for.
Ms. Dye said program costs, uniform costs and maintenance at the boy scout camp. Trustee



Retzer asked how big of an area does the event draw from? Ms. Dye said she has sent out 300
letters and have participants from Quincy, Havana, Taylorville, Mason County and more. Trustee
Stewart asked if this was the first time the organization has requested a grant from the Village.
She feels the amount is high for a first-time request since the Village just gave the local boy
scouts $2,000. Trustee Coleman said he wrote down $3,000. The board would like this to be
placed as an action item in April.

Tourism Grant for Morgan County Fairgrounds: President Samples introduced Gary Hadden
from the Morgan County Fair Association. Mr. Hadden said that the fair board is changing things
up this year. They typically ask for support for the rodeo, tractor pulls and demolition derby.

The fair will not be having the rodeo this year. The demolition derby has a new promoter and the
event sold out last year. The promoter awards a $1,000 trade scholarship. There is nothing that
has changed with the tractor pulls. Trustee Coleman requested this be added as an action item in

April.

Tourism Grant for Jacksonville Speedway: President Samples introduced Kenny Dobson from the
Jacksonville Speedway. Mr. Dobson said he is asking for the same amount as last year - $15,000.
The request is for the whole season rather than just one event. The World of Outlaws event will
happen this year and all eyes in the race world will be on Jacksonville. This event puts heads in
the beds. He always tries to have events that require people to stay the night which helps the
hotels. President Samples said he the following are events that bring money and people in
speedway, fairgrounds, PLHM and the ball diamonds. The board would like this place as an
action item in April.

South Jacksonville Celebration: President Samples introduced June Conner from Conner Family.
Mrs. Conner said she understands there may be some safety concerns this year. She also worries
about safety all the time. When something is free it brings out more issues. They were thinking
of $5 per car then it could be controlled, and the money could go back to the Village. President
Samples said that what happened last year had nothing to do with Conner Family and he does not
want them to think it did. Mrs. Conner said they could not do the weekend of the steam show
because they have an existing contract with Beardstown. Trustee Coleman said he would like to
see it stay free and still during the day.

Trustee Stewart thinks free is what the purpose was for, and it also furthers the equity and
diversity policy. She feels if the board put money on a gate it would not provide security. We do
not have metal detectors. The students from Garrison add to the cost and it appears higher than
last year. She is not going to put a price on disabled kids attending the carnival.

Trustee Coleman suggested the board place it as an action item in April. Trustee Stewart advised
the board does not have a contract with PLHM. Chief Hansell said we have 5 %2 weeks and he
has reached out to the companies for dumpsters and port-a-pottys. Trustee Coleman said no one
has said anything about holding it up. Trustee Stewart said no one has said to put it on an agenda.
She also feels that Chief Hansell still has concerns for manpower. Chief Hansell said we only
have 8 officers, and they have to work all weekend. Parking may be an issue this year as well. If
the board wants to cut he suggests we do not cut the students on Friday. Trustee Coleman said he
is absolutely in favor of the carnival. Kyle from Conner Family said he has 4 security guards that
work the midway. Trustee Luber said he is new to this, but he is still sensing some hesitation.
The board is in favor of placing this as an action item in April.



5. Preliminary Financial & Budget Review: Treasurer Olson provided the Trustees with year-to-
date budget to actual figures. She advised the board that the numbers are preliminary as she still
has some review to perform. She wanted to give the Trustees the figures so they can begin
thinking of the budget and any issues or concerns they might have.

6. Off Premise Sign Ordinance: President Samples provided the Trustees with a draft of an
ordinance modifying the current Off Premise Advertising Signs ordinance. He asked the Trustees
to review the ordinance as he would like to have it as an action item at the April board meeting.

7. Solar Panel: President Samples introduced Kiera Gavin from Cultivate Power. Ms. Gavin said
she wanted to come talk to the Board regarding the solar farm project they are involved with for
the Whites. She has been in contact with Mr. Bobb and the Whites. This is a community solar
farm that will tap into Ameren and the power stays local. There will be a community solar
subscription where residents can subscribe and receive savings guaranteed at 10% per month.
Ms. Gavin provided the board with a handout that detailed the location and proposed size as well
as zoning maps.

Trustee Jordan asked if the company will be leasing the land from the Whites. Ms. Gavin said
yes it is a 40-year lease and the typical life of a solar farm is 30-35 years. The company is
focused on land preservation. There will be limited concrete with field tiles and the land will be
seeded with pollinator friendly grasses. All to preserve the land. The Department of Agriculture
has developed guidelines for solar farms and the department has already signed off on the
agreement. Deconstruction of the solar farm has to happen within 12 months of the end of the
life. There will be minimal traffic around the solar farm. The most traffic will be seen during
construction and deconstruction of the site. Ms. Gavin also detailed the property tax benefits and
local benefits.

President Samples said he does not see any zoning issues. Both he and Mr. Bobb think this is the
best place for the solar farm. Mr. White added that the only place that wouldn’t be secluded by
the trees is a small place by the first house. Trustee Retzer asked what is needed from the board.
President Samples said just a little more research on the part of the Village. Trustee Jordan asked
if the company brings their own construction crew, or do they hire local? Ms. Gavin indicated
they would hire some local. Mr. Bobb asked if the fire department would need to be at the next
meeting. Ms. Gavin said they have their own safety plan and there is relatively low fire risk.
Chief Hansell asked about overall site security. The location is close to railroad tracks and there
is a drive around the fence. Ms. Gavis said there Is no permanent lighting and no perimeter road
around the fence. The site is monitored 24/7 remotely.

Old Business:

None

New Business:

None



Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee Retzer.
Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:12PM.

Approval of Minutes

Richard Samples, Village Presidefit




