Pillage of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Village Clerk Mindy Olson Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

BOARD MEETING

Thursday December 5, 2024
Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, lllinois

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples.

Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Trustee Retzer and recited by all in
attendance.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Attorney Rob Cross, Police Chief Eric Hansell, and Acting Village Clerk and Treasurer
Mindy Olson.

Absent from the meeting were Fire Chief Rich Evans, Code Enforcement Officer Cindy Beddingfield,
and Public Works Superintendent Brian English

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken approving the
agenda as presented unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: NONE

Mavor’s Report

e Fire Department Update: NONE

e Police Department Update: Chief Hansell informed the Board there were 452 calls in the month
of November. Officer Mahan graduates from the academy on December 6, 2024 and starts his
shifts on December 8, 2024. He will be with the FTO for 12 weeks. Chief Hansell also notified
the Board that he is expecting to receive a resignation from Officer Brandon. She accepted a



position closer to her hometown. The Axon system will be installed on December 9, 2024. Billy
Lieb has taken the glass out of the interrogation room and will be replacing it as approved by the
Board. Chief Hansell will be making a trip to turn in the military M16 weapons the department
has had for years. The weapons can only be turned into the government at specified locations and
times. Trustee Stewart asked why we were turning those back in. Chief Hansell said these
weapons were secured by the prior Police Chief and the department does not have any use for
them. The weapons are actually a liability for the Village. The Department has the AR15 single
fire weapons which are by far better.

Public Works Update: President Samples read the note from Superintendent English for the
Public Works Department. The leaf pickup was successful during the month of November. They
are sweeping the curbs and keeping the ditches cleaned out. They have a list of culverts that need
work, just waiting on the weather to cooperate. The department is going in a different direction
for the snowplow. They are looking to rent a truck from the County Highway Department at a
rate of $100.00 per hour. The guys have been washing the sewer lift stations trying to keep them
clean from debris. The prisoners assisted the guys in cleaning the leaves up at the splash pad.
The numbers have been sent to Benton & Associates for the potholing. We are just waiting to see
what the next step is.

Code Department Update: Chief Hansell advised the Board on behalf of Mrs. Beddingfield that
the property at 1515 S. Main Street has been torn down. Mr. Rawlings is in the final phase of the
project. The property at 1050 W. Greenwood has been being cleaned up and the Village’s Public
Works guys have been assisting with some of the cleanup. The main problem with this location
is that the owner has not been cooperative. Chief Hansell would like to see the budget remain for
tearing down a house each year. He currently has another property on the radar for possible
demolition. President Samples provided the Board with the building permits for the month of
November, 2024.

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Olson advised the Board that she has been working on the tax levy
and does not have anything to report this month.

Action Items

. Approval of Payables: President Samples presented the monthly payables in the amount of
$130,419.55 for approval. Motion was made by Trustee Coleman, seconded by Trustee Retzer.

Roll call was taken with all approving the payables as presented.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report for the months of June and July 2024: President Samples
presented the Treasurer’s Reports for the month of June and July, 2024. Motion to approve the
Treasurer’s Report was made by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was
taken with all approving the reports as presented.

Approval of Board of Trustees meeting minutes for the November 7, 2024 Board meeting:
President Samples asked for a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented. Motion to
approve the minutes was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was
taken with all approving the minutes as presented.

. Approval of Ordinance Regulating Public Camping within Corporate Boundaries and
other Actions in Connection Therewith: President Samples asked for a motion to approve the
ordinance as presented. Clerk Olson advised the Trustees that this has been reviewed by the
Attorney and Chief Hansell and the only difference from what has been presented previously is



the wording at the beginning of the ordinance which was not necessary. Chief Hansell suggested
the Board approve the ordinance and update it as necessary down the road. Motion to approve
the ordinance was made by Trustee Jordan, seconded by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was taken with
all approving the ordinance as presented.

. Approval of Ordinance Repealing Ordinance Nos. 881, 920, and 972, Entitled “An
Ordinance Establishing Annual Compensation for the President, Clerk, and Trustees and
Travel Allowance for The President and Trustees” and Establishing Annual
Compensation and Travel Allowance for the President, Clerk, and Trustees: President
Samples asked for a motion to approve the ordinance as presented. Clerk Olson advised the
Trustees that the pay is set at $300.00 per month for Trustees. President Samples reminded the
Trustees that this would not take effect for 2 years. Motion to approve the ordinance was made by
Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was taken with all approving the
ordinance as presented.

. Approval of Ordinance Levying Taxes for the Village of South Jacksonville, Morgan
County, Illinois for the Fiscal Year beginning May 1, 2024 and ending April 30, 2025:
President Samples asked for a motion to approve the tax levy as presented. Treasurer Olson
advised the Board and those in attendance that there was no need for a public hearing because she
was able to keep the increase under 5%. The increase is roughly 4% of prior year’s levy. Motion
to approve the ordinance was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee Coleman. Roll call
was taken with all approving the ordinance as presented.

. Approval of bid from Rawlings Excavating in the amount of $17,900.00 for demolition of
house and related items at 901 Coronado: President Samples asked for a motion to
approve the bid from Rawlings Excavating. He reminded the Trustees that the bid
includes the house and two outbuildings. The garage will remain and be made into a
pavilion. The other bid was received from Littleton Storm & Timber Services, Inc. in the
amount of $21,200.00. President Samples is going to look for any organizations that may
want to partner with the Village to build the park. Motion to approve the bid was made
by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was taken with all approving
the bid as presented.

. Approval of 2025 Holiday Schedule: President Samples presented the 2025 Village
holiday schedule for approval. Clerk Olson advised the Trustees the only change is that
the Village offices will be closed on Christmas Eve but will be working New Year’s Eve.
Motion to approve the schedule was made by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee
Luber. Roll call was taken with all approving the schedule as presented.

. Approval of 2025 Board of Trustees Regular Board Meeting Schedule: President
Samples presented the 2025 Board of Trustees Regular Board Meeting Schedule for
approval. Trustee Retzer noted that May 7, 2025 is actually a Wednesday and not the
first Thursday of the month. President Samples asked if the Board wants to meet on July
3, 2025 and Clerk Olson pointed out the first meeting as January 2, 2025. The schedule
was changed to include correct dates of January 9, 2025, May 1, 2025 and July 10, 2025.
Motion to approve the corrected schedule was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by
Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken with all approving the schedule as presented.



10. Committee of the Whole Meeting: President Samples proposed the date of December 19, 2024 at
6:30 pm as possible date for the Committee of the Whole meeting. All Trustees were in
agreement with the date and time only if the meeting is needed.

Discussion Items

Old Business:

1. School Street Sign: Trustee Coleman wanted to thank whoever straightened the school sign.
Chief Hansell said it was Brian, and they are working on new markings. He also said the street
sweeper is working great.

2. AT&T Tower: Chief Hansell said the forms are in the ground for the tower and it looks like the
lines are being stubbed in.

3. Renter/Landlords: President Samples updated the Board that letters have gone out to landlords
where the accounts are past due.

4. Gambling Machines: President Samples told the Board the licenses have gone out with the
increased rates and so far no one has complained.

New Business:

1. Discretionary Fund: Trustee Jordan said he would like to establish a discretionary fund that does
not fall under Tourism. Trustee Retzer said the Village needs to decide whether it is going to be a
social service organization or a government. Trustee Coleman agreed and said everyone gives a
lot now. He also asked where the funds would come from. Trustee Jordan said the general fund.
Trustee Stewart said it would have to be a line item on the budget. Perhaps the Board could look
at the requests not granted and set a limit based on that. She is thinking of a lower amount like
$8,000.00.

Executive Session: There is no need for an executive session.

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee
Coleman. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned.

oval of Minutes
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