Willage of Soutlh Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Village Clerk Mindy Olson Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

BOARD MEETING

Thursday April 3, 2025
Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples.

Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Officer Wes Mckinney and recited by all in
attendance.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance except Trustee Coleman. Also in
attendance were President Richard Samples, Attorney Rob Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans, Police Chief
Eric Hansell, Public Works Superintendent Brian English and Acting Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy
Olson.

Also absent from the meeting was Code Enforcement Officer Cindy Beddingfield.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda removing
action item #5.. Motion to approve the agenda as amended was made by Trustee Luber, second by
Trustee Stewart. Roll call was taken approving the agenda as presented unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: None

Mayeor’s Report

s Fire Department Update: Chief Evans told the Board that he looked at the Jacksonville Fire
Department ladder truck. The City of Jacksonville has a new one on order and should receive it
around February of next year. He received a letter from Chief Summer with JFD with an offer to
sell the ladder truck to the Village for a one-time payment of $400,000 or $450,000 over 3 years.
The current inspection report is good and there are only a few minor things that need done to it.



Trustee Stewart asked if he would be happy with the truck. Chief Evans said yes it is very similar
to the one we have . He feels the price range should be negotiated. Trustee Luber asked what he
felt was a fair price. Chief Evans said around $350,000 with everything that needs done to it.
President Samples said now we have more information to go on. Trustee Retzer said he would
like to see comparables. The chief has been looking.

President Samples asked if there was any update on the Fire Protection District. Chief Evans said
they are going to meet with Sinclair and Shawn Artis to try and figure out the east end of the area.

Police Department Update: Chief Hansell introduced Officer Wes McKinney who is the Village’s
newest officer. Officer McKinney previously worked with Brown County, City of Jacksonville
and part time with Chapin. Chief Hansell swore in Officer McKinney.

Chief Hansell said during the month they had 534 calls for service. He ordered the Lego cars and
received a prototype. Chief Hansell advised the Board that Officer Mueller is graduating April
25, 2025. He is planning to attend the graduation ceremony if anyone else would like to go
along. The department received a grant for ballistic shields and Officer Fanshier is going to
Chicago for training to get certified for use of the shields.

Chief Hansell advised the Board that the department has run into an issue this year with language
barriers. The Police Department is obligated by law to provide interpreters during an interview.
Currently they only have access to hard of hearing, Spanish and French interpreters. There are a
lot of issues with getting an interpreter and getting them on time. He has found a program called
Propio that is an app on cell phones. The telephone service has up to 300 different languages the
officers could access within minutes. There is no contract to sign just a commitment for three
years. The Village would only pay per minute, billed monthly and ability to cancel anytime. The
fee is $.65 per minute for Spanish, $.99 per minute for other languages and $1.89 per minute for
sign language. The sign language is higher because of the visual aspect. The Morgan County
Health Department uses this service. Trustee Retzer asked if this system would qualify for what
is needed by law. Chief Hansell said it would, and it could also be utilized by other departments
in the Village. President Samples asked Attorney Cross what his opinion is. Attorney Cross said
he knows people that use this service, and it is good. Chief Hansell will do more research and

report back.

Chief Hansell would like to propose to the Board that the department begin charging for
fingerprinting. The department currently provides this service for free. There are costs to the
department associated with this service. He is proposing charging $15.00 for residents and
$25.00 for nonresidents. He also proposes a fee for processing sex offenders of $25.00.
President Samples asked if we become liable at all. Chief Hansell said no. Trustee Retzer asked
how long the process takes. Chief Hansell said it depends on how cooperative the fingers are.
Attorney Cross said he has some biometric law concerns. The department may need to have the
person sign a consent. Chief Hansell will work on an ordinance and send it to Attorney Cross for

review.

Public Works Update: Superintendent English advised the Board that the guys have started
mowing and they may open the splash pad for Memorial Day. They are continuing to work on
the strects, potholes and ditches. He is still moving on the lead lines. He has not heard back from
Scott on the demolition of the Coronado house. President Samples asked how he is coming with



the fire hydrants. Superintendent English said he is planning to update the list as the hydrants are
flushed. Village wide cleanup is scheduled for May 15-17, 2025.

Trustee Jordan asked if there could be stop signs put up at Pendick and Diamond and Orlando and
Diamond. President Samples said we need to get Chief Hansell involved with that. Chief
Hansell said the Village would need to do an ordinance for that. He will review the ordinances
and see what the Village has in place. Superintendent English said the Village may want to put
child playing signs up by the new park.

e Code Department Update: President Samples presented the Board with the monthly building
permit report.

e Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Olson told the Board that there is an invoice tracker for labor drive
in their packet. The past credit has now been all utilized so she wanted to show the Board what
the funds received from labor drive would now look like. She is continuing to work on setting up
the QB and reminded everyone that this time of the year we will start to see a bit of an increase in
the income tax funds being received.

Action Items

1. Approval of Payables: President Samples presented the monthly payables in the amount of
$183,720.37 for approval. Motion was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee Retzer. Roll
call was taken with all approving the payables as presented.

2. Approval of Treasurer’s Reports for December 2024 and January 2025: President Samples
asked for a motion to approve the treasurer’s reports as presented. Motion to approve the reports
was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken with all approving

the reports as presented.

3. Approval of Tourism Grant for Jacksonville Main Street in the amount of $6,000.00 and
use of the Village Billboard: President Samples asked for a motion to approve the Tourism
grant as presented. Motion to approve the grant was made by Trustee Stewart, seconded by
Trustee Jordan. Roll call was taken with all approving the grant as presented.

4. Approval of Tourism Grant for Jacksonville Speedway in the amount of $15,000.00:
President Samples asked for a motion to approve the Tourism grant as presented. Motion to
approve the grant was made by Trustee Jordan, seconded by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken
with all approving the grant as presented.

5. Discussion and Approval of Tourism Grant for Abraham Lincoln Council, Scouting
America in the amount of $5,000.00: Item removed

6. Approval of Motor Fuel Tax Resolution for Maintenance under the Illinois Highway
Code in the amount of $155,000.00: President Samples asked for a motion to approve the
Motor Fuel Tax Resolution as presented. Motion to approve the resolution was made by Trustee



Jordan, seconded by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken with all approving the resolution as
presented.

7. Approval of Engineering Services Agreement with Benton & Associates, Inc. for 250,000

Elevated Tank Inspection and Rehabilitation: President Samples asked for a motion to
approve the engineering services agreement as presented. Motion to approve the reports was
made by Trustee Jordan, seconded by Trustee Stewart. Roll call was taken with all approving the
agreement as presented.

Committee of the Whole Meeting: President Samples proposed the date of April 17, 2025 at
6:30pm as possible date for a Special Meeting and Committee of the Whole meeting. All
Trustees in attendance agreed with the date and time.

Discussion Items

1.

2.

Morgan County Animal Control: Treasurer Olson reviewed the emails she received from Lisa
Ladley regarding the Village’s concerns about the animal control contract and services. Lisa
provided Treasurer Olson with copies of some calls handled by animal control. Part of the
problem is there are a few of the calls that are not in Village limits. President Samples is working
on some computing and comparisons of all municipality’s animal control covers. Chief Hansell
said he is waiting for a call back form Department of Agriculture and has another meeting with
Lisa at PAWS. We will reach out to other counties and see how their animal control is handled
along with reviewing county and state ordinances. Trustee Stewart is frustrated with
Commissioner Mike Wankels comments to the media. President Samples said we will keep
working on it and after further review will bring a proposal to the Board.

New Village Clerk: Trustee Retzer asked if it is a conflict of interest for Trustee Stewart’s
daughter to be Village Clerk with Trustee Stewart sitting on the Board. Attorney Cross does not
believe it is.

Executive Session: President Samples advised there is a need for an executive session. Motion to adjourn
into Executive Session to discuss contract negotiations under Section 2(C) (2) of the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(2), a litigation matter under Section 2(C) (11) of the Illinois Open
Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11)), and to discuss a personnel matter under Section 2(C) (1) of the
Illinois Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)) was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee
Retzer. Roll call was taken with all approving.

Motion to return to open session was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee Stewart. Roll call was
taken with all in attendance approving the motion.

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee Luber.
Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:30pm.



Approval of Minutes

Richard Samples, Village Presideut

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent: O




