Willage of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee JW. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Village Clerk Mindy Olson Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday March 20, 2025

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM by President Richard Samples.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance led by Judy Tighe and recited by all in attendance..

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy Olson, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield, and
Police Chief Eric Hansell.

Absent from the meeting was Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Public Works
Superintendent Brian English,

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Trustee Luber, second by Trustee Stewart. Roll call was
taken approving the agenda unanimously.

Comments_from the Floor: There were no comments from the floor.

Action Items

1. Approval of Ordinance Amending ordinance 919 and Revising the Hotel and Motel Tax
for the Village of South Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illinois: President Samples asked for
a motion to approve the Ordinance Amending Ordinance 919 and Revising the Hotel and Motel
Tax for the Village of South Jacksonville, Morgan County, Illinois as presented. Motion was
made by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Luber. Roll call was taken with all approving the
ordinance as presented.



2. Approval to Hire Patrolman for the Police Department. President Samples asked for a
motion to approve the hiring Wesley McKinney as a police officer for the Village of South
Jacksonville. Chief Hansell advised the Board the only item needed for Officer McKinney is new
pants and vest. Motion to approve the hiring was made by Trustee Coleman, seconded by Trustee
Stewart. Roll call was taken with all approving the hiring as presented.

3. Approval to Purchase of Lego Cars for the Police Department as Give Aways during
Various Events throughout the Community: President Samples asked for a motion to
approve the purchase of Lego cars for the Police Department as give Aways during
Various Events throughout the Community. Chief Hansell advised the Board the Sheryl
found another company that is an all-American company and they will match the other
bid with a 10% discount. The customized boxing and look will be the same. We can get
a prototype for $700.00. The total cost would be about $28,000.00 with the custom logo,
etc. Trustee Stewart said the Board could decide later when to give the items away.
Motion to approve the purchase was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee
Jordan. Roll call was taken with all approving the purchase as presented.

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the special meeting was made by Trustee Luber, seconded by Trustee
Retzer. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned.

Ayes:
Nays:
Absent:



Village of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Acting Village Clerk Mindy Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan

Olson

Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
Thursday March 20, 2025

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, 1llinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy Olson, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield, and
Police Chief Eric Hansell.

Absent from the meeting was Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Public Works
Superintendent Brian English.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda adding item #5
Water Tower discussion and item #6 Tourism Ordinance. Motion to approve the updated agenda was
made by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken approving the updated agenda

unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: Ben Cox from the Moving Jacksonville Forward group addressed the Board
and those in attendance. He said he is extending an invitation for everyone to attend the group’s
meetings, and the main focus of the group is the JDC buildings and grounds. Representative Kyle Moore
has put a bill forth requesting $68mil to remediate JDC. Governor Pritzker is looking at $300mil for
current surplus state property to be remediated and placed back in service.

Mr. Cox said the city leaders asked him to form the group and include people that are not a member of
any government. He advocated to the group that South Jacksonville may be able to use the water tower
on the JDC grounds. The Executive Board of the group is Ben Cox, Rob Thomas and Larry Meece. The
city leaders have also had conversations with the governor and deputy governors. The next meeting of
the group will be next Thursday March 27, 2025 at 6:00pm at City Hall. He invited everyone to attend.



Trustee Coleman asked if JDC and the grounds are remediated, what Mr. Cox’s thoughts are of what will
happen. Mr. Cox said it could be turned over to private organizations to remediate and back to the private
sector for economy. Mr. Ken Dobson said he is close with Mayor Ezard and the Mayor’s lobbyist and
has had conversations about this. He said when the budget is passed with the line item in it we still need
to make sure the funds are protected to be used for the actual purpose.

Discussion Items

1.

4.

Tourism Grant — Jacksonville Main Street: President Samples introduced Judy Tighe with the
Jacksonville Main Street organization. Ms. Tighe said the group is once again asking for
$6,000.00 and using the Village’s billboard for the Downtown Concert Series. She feels the
attendance has increased and she has been receiving more inquiries from people out of town. The
impact on the community is bit. Local restaurants report an increase in sales. President Samples
asked how many years the Village has supported this event — 5-6years? Ms. Tighe said she is not
sure, but she knows it started before Covid. Trustee Stewart said Melissa had approached her
about getting the billboard up earlier rather than later. Ms. Tighe said the Village’s logo is still on
the trailer and is at the downtown area for a lot of events. The Board fully supports the event and
requests this be put on as an action item at the next board meeting.

Tourism Grant — Abraham Lincoln Council Scouting America: President Samples said the Board
has given to this event in the past and the representative could not make the meeting because he
was attending the event at South Jacksonville Elementary School. President Samples will make
sure he is at the next meeting.

Tourism Grant — Jacksonville Speedway: President Samples introduced Ken Dobson from the
Jacksonville Speedway. Mr. Dobson said he has been coming before the Village Board for about
10 years, and this is the most talkative and functioning Board. He is still here in part because of
the Village. The Speedway would not survive without the Village and other businesses that
provide support. He said the World of Outlaws voted the Jacksonville event their event of the
year out of about 90 events total.

Mr. Dobson said they are planning to have the World of Outlaws event again this year. The event
will be held on a Friday night. He is taking online orders for tickets now and so far about 20%
are from out of town. He said they had a great year and sad year last year. The place has come a
long way.

Mr. Dobson said he has a link on the Jacksonville Speedway Facebook page where visitors and
participants can stay while in the area. Most of the teams stay at the hotels in the Village because
of the space. The event in October is a two-day event which forces people to stay. He also said
they have a pinewood derby track and have hosted the Cub Scouts for an event. He is asking for
$15,000.00 the same as last year. The Village is also on the billboard at the Speedway.

The Board fully supports the event and requests this be put on as an action item at the next board
meeting.

Morgan County Animal Control Contract: Treasurer Olson updated the Board on her recent call
with Lisa Ladley the administrator at Animal Control. Treasurer Olson was told Animal Control
will only respond to after-hour calls for emergency purposes. She said there is no leash law for
cats. Ifthere is an issue with calls not being responded to, we should let her know. Trustee
Coleman would like to discuss the estimated yearly encounters and divide that by the cost. He
feels this is a waste of time.



Chief Hansell said that if the Village would plan to handle its own animal control we would need
to purchase specialized equipment, provide a way to transport animals and train officers to handle
those animals. The Village would also need to obtain a license from the Department of
Agriculture to store the animals.

Trustee Coleman said we are not getting services that we are paying for. Can we adjust to
another type of contract? Chief Hansell said when he first started the fee was $7,900.00 and now
it is much higher with less service. Trustee Luber asked for a ballpark figure how many calls we
have had in the last few years. Chief Hansell estimates less than 50.

Treasurer Olson asked if the Board wanted her to reach out to the County Commissioners again.
Trustee Stewart said we have an attorney should we have him send a letter with our concerns?
Trustee Coleman said the new price is about $210 per call now. Could we do a contract on a per-
call basis? Chief Hansell said if we had a facility we would need to determine who will take care
of the animals. Trustee Stewart said she is not interested in us doing it.

5. Benton & Associates — Water Tower: President Samples presented the Board with the proposed
engineering services agreement from Benton & Associates for the water tower. He also contacts
Hutchison Engineering to get their thoughts. Trustee Coleman asked if the Board needs to bid
this out. Treasurer Olson said she is not sure but will check with the Attorney. Trustee Stewart

said we need to make this an action item.

6. Tourism Ordinance: Trustee Coleman just wanted to mention that since the Board decided to not
have the annual Celebration he would like to see the funds put into parks. Treasurer Olson said
she would check the ordinances.

Old Business:

New Business:
Executive Session: President Samples advised there is a no need for an executive session.

Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee
Coleman. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned.



Richard Samples, Viliage President

Ayes: L‘v
Nays: D
Absent:b




