Willage of South Jacksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee JW. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Village Clerk Mindy Olson Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Thursday April 17, 2025

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:31PM by President Richard Samples.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance led by Bentley Landess and recited by all in attendance..

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy Olson, Public Works Superintendent Brian English,
and Police Chief Eric Hansell.

Absent from the meeting was Attorney Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Code Enforcement
Cindy Beddingfield.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Luber. Roll call was
taken approving the agenda unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: There were no comments from the floor.

Action Items

1. Approval of Contract Between the Village of South Jacksonville and International Union of
Operating Engineers Local No. 399: President Samples asked for a motion to approve the union
contract between the Village and International Union of Operating Engineers Local No. 399 as
presented. Motion was made by Trustee Coleman, seconded by Trustee Stewart. Roll call was
taken with all approving the contract as presented.

Adjournment: Motion to adjourn the special meeting was made by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee
Luber. Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned.
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Willage of South Jarksonville

President Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Acting Village Clerk Mindy Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan

Olson

Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
Thursday April 17, 2025

Village Hall, 301 Dewey Drive, South Jacksonville, Illinois
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 6:37PM by President Richard Samples.

Attendance: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were President
Richard Samples, Village Clerk and Treasurer Mindy Olson, Public Works Superintendent Brian English,

and Police Chief Eric Hansell.

Absent from the meeting was Attomey Roland Cross, Fire Chief Rich Evans and Code Enforcement
Cindy Beddingfield.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve the agenda was made by Trustee Luber, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was

taken approving the agenda unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: None
Discussion Items

1. Tourism Grant — Abraham Lincoln Council Scouting America: President Samples introduced
Aaron Lederbrand with the Scouting Council. Mr. Lederbrand said they were asking for the grant
to help support their 5 annual Sporting Clays and Trap Shooting Showdown. He said the event
draws from 9 counties in the area and many stay in the hotels. They are hoping this year the
event can get sanctioned with the trap shooting organization. This is a way to have scouting
visible in the community. Mr. Lederbrand told the Board that proceeds from this event have been
used to purchase the STEM bus. Trustee Coleman asked if the group could update the wording
on the flyer to say “South Jacksonville” rather than just Jacksonville. Mr. Lederbrand will make



sure that happens. The Board fully supports the event and requests this be put on as an action
item at the next board meeting.

2. Tourism Grant — Prairieland Heritage Museum Institute: President Samples introduced Lori
Hanson with PLHM. Ms. Hanson is coming to the Board to request a grant to help support the
56 Annual Steam Show and Fall Festival. The Village has been a major sponsor of the event for
many years and appear on the wrist bands. Each year they give free admission to the Police
Department and Fire Department. The reason they are asking for the funds is to support
advertising for the event. The amount they budget does not allow for all the advertising they
want to do this year. They are looking at purchasing a billboard as well.

President Samples asked how many members are in the organization. She said 247. Trustee
Coleman asked about how many attended the event last year. Approximately 6,300 and they
have expanded to lowa, Michigan and Wisconsin for attendees. He also said the flyer looks
good. Their long-term goal is to get younger people involved trying to bring the old and new
together. Trustee Stewart appreciates the kid’s area. She also asked if the ticket prices will be the
same as last year. Yes ticket prices will remain at $10 and vendor prices will remain the same as
well. Trustee Coleman asked that this be added to the agenda for an action item.

3. Tourism Grant — Morgan County Fair: President Samples introduced Gary Hadden with the
Morgan County Fair board. Mr. Hadden said they have been blessed with the past support the
Village provided. The funds requested help support the demolition derby, tractor pulls and the
horse events. The whole week is encompassed with events that draw visitors to the hotels. The
total requested is $30,000 for all three events, which is the same as last year. He estimates that
approximately 7,000-10,000 people attended the 3 events.

Mr. Hadden said the tanks were very popular last year as about 3,000 people attended the event.
They are bringing that event back this year and offering more time for people to see the tanks up
close. The Fair also donated $6,000 to the honor flight organization and he is hoping to bring
veterans from the Quincy Veterans Home to see the tanks this year. The concerts are still planned
for the weekend and ticket sales are looking good so far. Chief Hansell said the SJPD does most
of the backstage security for the concerts. The Board fully supports the event and requests this
be put on as an action item at the next board meeting.

Old Business:

1. Community Garden: Chief Hansell advised the Board that the garden area has been plowed by
Dale from PLHM, and the comn area will be plowed soon. He has already received requests from
South Jacksonville School and Midwest Youth Services for plots so all the plots should be full.
They are also looking at putting up a greenhouse.

New Business:

Comments from the Floor: Kem Wilson addressed the Board regarding an event that was help
behind Sophia’s Event Center on Saturday and the loud music. She said the music could be heard before
11:00am. It was very loud and disturbing. The music came from tents set up behind Sophia’s . They
called the police department and met with Officer Parks. The music was supposed to be over by 7:00pm.
Officer Parks suggested that she attend a Board meeting to bring this to the Trustee’s attention.

Chief Hansell said the event was scheduled for 11:00am — 7:00pm. He found out about the event via
Facebook. The event was hosted by Big Heads and there was not enough room, so they rented the back



-

parking lot from Sophia’s. Chief Hansell met with the owners of Big Heads and presented them with
current ordinances showing what was allowed and not allowed. The band that was scheduled to play also
reached out to Chief Hansell and he provided them with the current ordinances as well. The current
ordinance restricts loud music from 11:00pm — 7:00am in the Village. If we want to have more
restrictions on music and events, the Board will need to pass an ordinance.

Trustee Stewart said she was not aware that Sophia’s could put tents up outside. She thought when she
approved the location as an event center it was all inside. Trustee Coleman said it doesn’t matter because
it is their property. Chief Hansell does not know if we have an ordinance regulating inside versus outside,
but he agrees with Trustee Coleman. Trustee Stewart would like to look into the ordinance further.

Trustee Coleman asked if this was the first event held there. And also, he would like to talk with the
owners of Big Heads and see what the financial impact would be on them. He understands Ms. Wilson’s
concerns but wants the Board to review it. He asked what the Village did for the Concert in the
Cornfield. Trustee Stewart said the event stopped before the deadline and most of the residents in the
vicinity of the concert came down and listened to the band.

The suggestion was made to see about having a special use permit for outdoor bands.

Executive Session: President Samples advised there is a no need for an executive session.

Adjournment: Motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Trustee Retzer, seconded by Trustee Jordan.
Roll call was taken with approving the motion unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 7:32pm.
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