Willage of South Jacksonville

Mayor Richard Samples Trustee J.W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Clerk Bentley Landess Trustee Open Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Tom Luber Trustee Steve Retzer

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, June 5, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order: President Samples called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was let by Clay and recited by all in attendance.

Roll Call: Roll call was taken with all Trustees in attendance but Trustee Coleman. Also in
attendance were President Richard Samples, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Fire Chief Rich Evans,
Public Works Superintendent Brian English, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield, Treasurer
Mindy Olson and Village Clerk Bentley Landess. Also in attendance was attorney Brandon
Clark filling in for Attorney Roland Cross.

Approval of Agenda: President Samples wanted to add a few items to the agenda. Under the
mayor's report, we need to add the building permits. Under action items for number six, we need
to determine when we will be having the Committee of the Whole meeting due to Juneteenth.
Under discussion items, Brandon will present information from Ameren. Old business will add
the resolution for Moving Jacksonville Forward. He also noted that we will need to go into
executive session. Motion to approve the agenda with the new additions by Trustee Luber,
second by Trustee Stewart. Roll call was taken unanimously approving the agenda with changes.

Comments from the Floor: Ben Cox stated that the Surplus to Success budget passed. This is a
300-million-dollar budget that was decided on May 31*. Jacksonville Developmental Center is
number five on this Surplus to Success Program. Jack Cann, Pritzker's right-hand man, said that
Jacksonville is on the list. They are going to remediate it and sell it to the highest bidder more



the Women’s Crisis Center and the daycare that are on those grounds. To remediate the entire
grounds would be around 77-78 million dollars. Moving Jacksonville Forward will hold their
next meeting next Thursday at the Jacksonville Municipal Building at 6:00 p.m.

Robert Brammeier — Pickleball Court at Dewey Park.: Robert was not in
attendance.

Mavor’s Report

Fire Department Update: Chief Evans reported 58 calls for the month of May.
They had their annual ladder test, and everything passed. Chief Evans presented
the details on the truck that he touched on at the last meeting. He stated that he
does not think it is a good fit for the department. Chief Evans noted that the
Memorial Day weekend cookout will be pushed to Labor Day weekend. They did
discuss the 4t of July as an option but are unsure what would draw the biggest
crowd and when people are the least busy. He reported a lead on a new hire who
is an EMT at Lifestar.
Police Department Update: Chief Hansell reported 440 calls for service for the
month of May. They are rotating their old car 5 out and the new 5 car will be
ready next week. Cindy Beddingfield will be getting the old car. The Lego
shipment is underway. They are working on setting up a Lego building contest at
the fair. Chief Hansell reported that Officer Mueller is doing well in FTO, she has
about 6-8 weeks to go. Officer Mahan has resigned his position; he decided to
shift careers. We are on the hunt for a replacement.
Public Works Update: Brian English reported that the splash pad has been open
since Memorial Day and is going well. Brian provided bids in the packets on dead
trees from Littleton’s and T&K. There are multiple dead trees that will need to
come down. He also received bids for the parking lots at Village Hall, the
basketball court, and the parking lot at Godfrey Park for the board to refer to. IRC
got the job for oil and chip to begin. They may add Woods Lane to that; it could
vary in price. Starting oil and chip at the end of July. There are 15 of 21 fire
hydrants fixed. There have been issues with well, but there have been
communication issues, but he is still working on it. Trustee Stewart asked about
the fire hydrants, and what would a normal turnaround look like. Brian stated that
this will be an annual occurrence for fire hydrant maintenance.
Code Compliance/Enforcement Reports: Cindy Beddingfield reported that she has
made several contacts on overgrown yards. Also, she made contact for license on
vehicles. She also noted that she has caught the same contractor without a permit
three times this month. President Samples asked if there was anything in coutt as
of now. She said Ardis was the only one, and she will more than likely have to
issue him another citation.

= Building Permits: President Samples said we issued 17 permits and took in

$1043.94. The amount of improvements to the real estate was in the
amount of $227,282.

Treasurer’s Report: Mindy reported that she is getting everything together for the
auditors who will be coming in the last week of July and the first week of August.
She does not anticipate any issues. She started budget works; there are a lot of big
purchases to be made this year. President Samples mentioned that on the last page



of the treasurer’s report, there are CD’s that they have not touched. The total rainy
day fund holds $1,034,099.90. Mindy Said $821 of that is general fund and $212
of that is water fund.

Action Items

1.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report for March 2025.: President Samples asked for a motion
to approve. Motion to approve by Trustee Luber, second by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was

taken approving the report unanimously.

Approval of purchase of 2024 Police Interceptor AWD squad car in the amount of
$58,788.00.: President Samples stated that this has gone up $10K. Chief Hansell stated
that it has all gone up in expenses. President Samples asked for a motion to approve.
Motion to approve the purchase by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Jordan. Roll call
was taken approving the purchase unanimously.

Approval of purchase of 2024 Chevrolet Silverado 2500 truck for Public Works in the
amount of $55,000.00.: President Samples asked Brian English what he traded in. He
stated he traded in the red 2008 that had broken down. President Samples asked for a
motion to approve. Motion to approve by Trustee Jordan, second by Trustee Luber. Roll
call was taken approving the purchase unanimously.

Approval of salary increases as presented for all non-union employee’s retroactive back

to May 1, 2025.: President Samples stated that this was about 3.5%. Mindy Olson said it

includes police personnel, but not officers or public works guys. President Samples asked
for a motion to approve. Motion to approve by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Luber.

Roll call was taken approving the increase unanimously.

Approval of MFT: President Samples said the total amount of the bid was in the amount
of $80,383 which was three thousand under what the state said it would be. This is for the
annual oil and chipping of the streets. President Samples asked for a motion to approve.
Motion to approve MFT by Trustee Luber, second by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was taken
approving MFT unanimously.

Approval of moving the Committe of the Whole Meeting due to Juneteenth: President
Samples asked the board if Tuesday June 17 at 6:00 pm worked to have a Special Board
meeting with a Committee of the Whole meeting immediately following. President
Samples asked for a motion to approve. Motion to approve the meeting date by Trustee
Stewart, second by Trustee Retzer.

Discussion Items

1.

Animal Control Contract and services: Mindy stated that she and Chief Hansell have
been working together on this. About ninety percent of the language is from the Morgan
County ordinance. They have proposed a rate of $3.25 which is based on the 2020 census
population. Mindy’s understanding is that there's about 7,600 residents in Morgan County



that are not in an incorporated area. Her assumption is that the County would take their
share of that. Mindy would like to see that rate locked in for the next three years as this is
an annual rate right now. They wanted to make sure and specify the area (Village area)
and what types of animals. Another issue is that they are not available after hours. Mindy
stated that they are still not available after hours for residents, but she is proposing having
the police department contact them for a service then they would respond to that service
and to the officers only. She has also added that they provide the Village with monthly
reports, so we know what happens with specific calls which they are able to do. President
Samples added that by state law, they must respond to dog bites. Chief Hansell added that
their staffing is low, which could be part of the reason why we do not receive detailed
reports. Mindy said that she is going to fight to lock in for 3 years as we do not have a
large number of calls. She said that this gives us something that will help us enforce it.
Mindy asked Brandon if we needed to submit it to them first and he stated that we needed
to make an actual proposal first and there could be some revisions. Mindy will send it to
them and keep us updated. President Samples said they went to PAWS to try and do
something there. PAWS refused to get the license, which is a large process. We will
revisit this as we learn more.

2. New Trustee appointment: President Samples stated that the only thing we have to decide
is if we will appoint Michael Preston to fill the new trustee position and approve it at the
next meeting. President Samples said the seat would be for a four-year term because we
had a vacancy this last election.

3. Coronado Park Neighborhood Ideas: Sue Marrow came to represent the neighborhood
where the new park will be located on Coronado Street. They would like to see good
lighting, posted hours, picnic tables or benches, trashcans and a water fountain. They
would like to also see them keep the cherry trees. They are very appreciative of getting a
new park. President Samples said he appreciated their ideas and that we would make
copies of their notes to keep for when the park gets going. Trustee Stewart said she and
the playground company went and decided there will be no lights in any parks due to
parks closing at dusk, but that we could still post the hours in case people stay past dusk.
The equipment will be geared towards twelve-year-olds and under. Once the layout of
the park is decided, there will be a better idea of what it will look like. Trustee Stewart
also stated that we aren’t even sure when that park will be completed as the board
discussed working on Godfrey Park first and possibly Dewey Park second or this one.

4. Options for parks and bids for seal coating in park areas: President Samples said there
were three different quotes from three different companies. One was very high priced.
The other two were pretty close. One was from Liberty Hlinois, who comes highly
recommended. Freesen was the other one we received. President Samples said we have
the money in tourism, but that Trustee Stewart was right when she said we need to do one
park at a time. Trustee Stewart said the playground committee stated that there is a turf
option to go under the equipment. She stated that he suggested getting everything in place
and then go back. His recommendation is to do the installation in the spring that would
fall under this budget. He also said if it's a community help install it would be around 8%
added onto the bill, if they install it would be around 45%. There are a lot of community
organizations we can reach out to for that. Mindy asked if we wanted to set a budget for
this, so we know where to stay budget wise. Trustee Stewart said she was thinking this
would be a 5-6 year process and the life expectancy of this equipment is around 20 years.
Stewart was thinking around $100K as a jumping off point, and we can add more or less.
There are also grant opportunities as well to explore. Brian English noted that Dewey



Park concerns him due to the basketball courts. President Samples said we should talk
with the school district and see if they are on board with what we want to do. Mindy
Olson asked again if we should get rid of the basketball court. Brian said it is a huge
liability. President Samples said that we need a definite idea of what we are going to do
with it. He suggests we make it an action item for the next meeting as did Brandon Clark.

5. Tree removal at parks: Brian English said we are waiting on a bid from T&K, which is
$3K. Brandon Clark said that we need to get the bid first before we can make this an
action item.

6. Ameren Contract: Brandon said that Mindy made many calls to Ameren trying to figure
out what the status on the discount the village got when they signed the original
ordinance with Ameren back in September of 1991. The 1991 ordinance stated that there
was a 60% street lighting discount. There was no itemization on anything the Village was
getting. Brandon said he sent one letter with no response. Then they sent it to their
government relations in Springfield. The Village is now going through a third-party
supplier. We aren’t getting a discount on the actual supply, but it’s on the taxes and
delivery that we are getting the 60% discount. We are not in direct contract with Ameren
itself for the supply. The guy they talked with suggested a 20-year extension of the
franchise agreement which is modeled on what is already in place for gas delivery. It
looks like an annual franchise payment as opposed to a discount which we don't get
itemizations for. President Samples said the amount of money was $20K per year for 20
years. Brandon stated that our itemization was over $12K, it was the discount on taxes
and delivery. It would’ve been about $7K if we were getting supply through it, which
brings us just shy of $20. Mindy said that she didn’t know if we could go back to Ameren
if that would make a difference. President Samples said that would be something to
investigate.

Old Business

Resolution on Moving Jacksonville Forward: Trustee Stewart said she provided the board with a
copy of an email that Rob Thomas had sent bullet points we could use to create a resolution for
Moving Jacksonville Forward based on the bullet points provided.

New Business

Village Hall Parking Lot Bids: Mindy said that they received bids to resurface the parking lot at
Village Hall. VICC was roughly $3500 and around $3200 from Midwest. Trustee Stewart said
we may be able to use money from tourism as the parking lot backs up right to Dewey Park, so it
is shared parking.

Medical Kits: Chief Hansell brought the new medical kits they received.

Executive Session: President Samples stated that there is a need to go into executive session to discuss a
litigation matter and a personnel matter. President Samples asked for a motion to move into executive
session. Motion to move into executive session by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Retzer.

President Samples asked for a motion to move back into regular session. Motion to move back into
regular session by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was taken approving the motion to
return to regular session.

Adjournment: President Samples asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion to adjourn by Trustee Luber,
second by Trustee Retzer. Meeting adjourned.



1 of Minutes

Richard Samples, Village President

Attest:

Ayes: 5
Nays: ()
Absent: ()




