Willage of South Jacksonville

Mayor Richard Samples Trustee J W. Coleman Trustee Paula Belobrajdic-Stewart
Clerk Bentley Landess Trustee Michael Preston Trustee Tom Jordan
Attorney Roland Cross Trustee Open Trustee Steve Retzer

BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, July 10, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Richard Samples.

Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Michael from Brown Hays and
Stephens Law Firm and recited by all in attendance.

Roll Call: The Roll Call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance were
President Richard Samples, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Code Enforcement Cindy Beddingfield,
Fire Chief Rich Evans, Treasurer Mindy Olson, Attorney Rolland Cross and Village Clerk
Bentley Landess. Absent from the meeting was Public Works Superintendent Brian English.

Approval of Agenda: President Richard Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda.
President Samples stated that we needed to add Moving Jacksonville Forward Resolution to
discussion items. Motion to approve by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Jordan. Roll call was
taken approving the agenda with updated discussion items as presented unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: None.

Mayor’s Report

e Fire Department Update: Chief Rich Evans said they had 49 calls for service for
the month of June. A large number of those calls were for the tornado that moved
through the Village and City of Jacksonville. There were a couple of lines down
around the funeral home. Chief Evans said that he also applied for a grant with
Norfolk Southern Safety First for $15k. Last week, they were awarded $5k which
will go towards pagers. They were able to get eight pagers with that money.
President Samples asked if they ever got the federal money. Richie stated that he
and Treasurer Mindy Olson were going to send an email to get updated on the



and Police department. He is looking at upgrading it so it would run the building
non-stop and move the current generator to Village Hall so it could operate that
building if power were to go out. Treasurer Mindy Olson stated that the generator
that is currently in the department would run Village Hall because it is a smaller
building with less to run. Chief Rich Evans stated that the current generator was
put at the department prior to the Police department being added, which makes it
too much for the generator to run. Trustee Coleman asked what the current
generator does run. Chief Evans said all the garages, the communications room,
the phone system, the radio systems. Chief Hansell said that they had one bank of
outlets on the North wall which is the south end of the fire department and the
door codes so they could get in and out of the building. Their lights and the rest of
the computer systems did not work. President Samples said that this is something
that is not new, they just got caught with it and did not pay attention to it. He
stated that the people previous never brought it to them. Chief Hansell said they
have never lost power fully for that extended period of time. Trustee Stweart said
those are the things that you don’t know about until it happens. Chief Hansell said
that even when the tornado went through in 2024 in October and went down
Vandalia, they did not lose power. Trustee Coleman asked if they were looking at
a natural gas generator. President Samples said the one that is down there is
diesel. Trustee Coleman stated that if you go bigger then your consumption rate
goes up and your fuel tank doubles. Chief Hansell said that they do have natural
gas right where the generator is at so they could go either way with it. Trustee
Coleman recommended natural gas. Chief Hansell said that was all he had and to
come to the Lego building contest on Saturday at the fairgrounds.

Public Works Update:

» QOil and chip — MFT: President Samples said that Brian English was not
present yet. President Samples said that Oil and Chip is ready as far as
contracts go.

President Samples informed the board that there were about 60 people who had
not complied over a four-year period with water meters inside homes. President
Samples stated that he had had enough of it. He wrote these people letters saying
if they did not want to let them in, they would estimate their bill at $300 a month
and it worked. There are two people who have not complied yet and they are
scheduled to be next week. Treasurer Mindy Olson said that Jackie has worked
tirelessly with these people. She stated that since these meters have not been
replaced, there is not an accurate reading on water usage. President Samples said
the letters seemed to work.

Code Compliance/Enforcement Reports: President Samples said that Cindy
received a new car. She has air conditioning, and her windows roll down. Chief
Hansell said there were still some things that needed to be done with the vehicle.
There is still a red and blue light bar that needs to be changed to yellow by law.
They are going to put safety lights on in case there is inclement weather or
something along those lines, there will be another vehicle that could still be used
to help with traffic. A new light bar would cost around $1100. They would keep
the red and blue one and sell it at auction. President Samples asked if they had



Attorney Cross said you can only implement the tax is .25% increments. They would
have to vote .25%, .5%, .75% or 1%. President Samples said he wanted to stress that it is
a new tax, but it is replacing a tax that is already there, so your prices aren’t going to go
up. Trustee Coleman asked for some color behind this. He asked what happened to the
whole year suspension of the tax. Treasurer Mindy Olson stated that that was something
totally different. The governor can choose to suspend it and that is done. What the
governor did in the new budget is doing away with the Grocery Tax completely in an
effort to raise all these other taxes to make himself look good. He was basically changing
the facilitation of it. Trustee Coleman asked what money we see from this. He said we are
all Ilinois residents, and we are the second most tax burdened people in the United
States. Mindy Olson said $10-$15K a year for the Village. President Samples said we
only have two places in the Village that sell groceries, Dollar General and Circle K.
Mindy Olson said we also have Love’s. The administrative code Mindy provided tells
what the Grocery Tax is on. Mindy said she cannot stress enough it is not a new tax that
people are going to experience. It is a change in how it is facilitated so the village must
implement a new tax so they can implement it at the same time this is going away.
Trustee Coleman asked with the suspension, did they still fund municipalities. Mindy
Olson said they did not. Trustee Coleman asked if it hurt any. Jacksonville lost their
revenue for a year. Trustee Coleman said we are taxed to death, it’s one percent. In his
opinion, we have already raised the water rates to a level where we were able to facilitate
things at our water plant, we have to redo our water plant. They’ve endured about a 35%
increase there. He said he knows it’s a penance, but in his opinion, it’s something. He
said if we can’t survive as a municipality minus $15K, we need to take a hard look at
how we spend money. Mindy Olson said the Village was under budget by $193K, we
also did not purchase a $400K fire truck. Technically, we would have been extremely
over budget if we had purchased everything. Trustee Coleman said he understood, but
that the fire department wants to be solvent. Chief Evans is working on a deal where it
would be put up to the tax base if they want to become a fire district because of issues
like this and the whole Village gets to vote on that. Trustee Coleman said there’s nothing
to say we can’t revisit this 1% tax. We don’t have to have it this September, he thought.
President Samples said if you don’t have it this September you’re out for a year until you
pass it until the next year. Attorney Cross said there are two times the Department of
Revenue for the year will kick it in. He said you can not pass it and bring it up again.
Trustee Coleman said that’s just his thoughts. He said everything keeps going up and yes,
it's a small percentage, but it’s more of an appearance. He said that’s where he stands on
it as a consumer and everyone is experiencing this. He is looking at homes in Missouri
because of the tax burden in Illinois. He stated that was his opinion and he knew it was
going to come up, but didn’t know when. Trustee Stewart asked if this is replacing the
current tax, what is the tax now. Mindy Olson said 1%. Trustee Coleman said the way he
understood it is we could go up to 1%, or do .5%, .25% or .75% or no percent. Attorney
Cross said that’s correct. Trustee Coleman said everyone got hit this month with the tax,
if you have a cellphone, we pay the highest cell phone taxes in the United States. We pay
almost the highest gasoline tax in the United States. Mindy Olson said even with the 1%
tax, we are still lower sales tax than what cities charge. Trustee Stewart said she agrees
with Trustee Coleman. She would feel different if we had Walmart or somewhere we saw
a lot of revenue. She said she is not saying $10-$15K isn’t a lot of money. Mindy Olson



down there. Trustee Stewart said that the playground company will do that, and it is part
of the service. Trustee Coleman said we do not need an outside company to come in and
that we could potentially see if Brian English and his guys could help. President Samples
said that this is just a discussion, and no set plan needs to be made right now. Trustee
Stewart asked Attorney Cross if the board needed to officially make a motion to remove
the concrete pad and the garage. President Samples said it’s a garage right now and my
idea was to tear the walls down and leave the concrete to make a pavilion on that
concrete pad. Attorney Cross asked who would be doing it and President Samples said
we would do it. Attorney Cross said he did not think they would need a resolution, and he
could do it. Trustee Jordan said he would like to weigh in and say that whenever this park
gets done, he would like to name it Samples Park. President Samples said why don’t we
think about what to name it. He brought of Gotschall doesn’t have anything named after
him. Trustee Stewart said there has never been a trustee who has served 40 years like
Gotschall did and was thinking about his as well. Stewart said she totally agrees with
Trustee Jordan that President Samples deserves something, but that a lot of parks are
usually named after someone has passed away. Trustee Stewart said when you weigh the
service, President Samples also has a lot of service. For Gotschall to serve for 40 years,
she feels like it should be recognized, and he worked for the Village. Stewart said she
doesn’t disagree with Trustee Jordan at all, but that she was also thinking of Gotschall as
well. She said the pavilion could also be named after President Samples. President
Samples said we can continue to discuss it as it progresses.

3. Moving Jacksonville Forward Resolution: President Samples said this is something we
can verbally agree on tonight. Ben Cox, a chairman for the Committee, looked at it and
thought it looked good. Attorney Cross noted that Clay drafted that first resolution and
did a good job with it. Trustee Stewart asked if we could provide Ben Cox with an
electronic copy to have.

President Samples asked if anyone had anything further to add to discussion items. There
was nothing else presented.

Old Business: Trustee Stewart said she did want to touch on the topic of the last noise
complaint made by Kem Wilson. Stewart said she had talked with Chief Hansell about the issue.
Kem contacted Trustee Stewart saying that Sophia’s had another event on Saturday, July 5" from
9am-5pm which is not outside of business hours. Kem was very complimentary of the police
department and understands that there is an ordinance that mirrors Jacksonville’s. Kem also
knows that the Village does not want to get into counting decibels. Trustee Stewart said she
wanted to ask Attorney Cross about a special use permit we kind of talked about being the only
way to possibly control something. Trustee Stewart explained that Sophia’s in an event hall,
which we knew would have music and events. Stewart said that she thought when they approved
it, it would be events within the building. They are now doing it outside the building in the
parking lot. Trustee Stewart asked if a special use permit is viable in a case like that if they have
to have people request a special use if they want to have outdoor music. Attorney Cross asked
what the rule was now. Chief Hansell said he did not know of anything for an outside venue.
President Samples said he thinks on an outside venue you could require them to have a special



Approval of Minutes

Richard Samples, Village President

Attest:

Bentley Landess, Willage Clerk

Ayes: 5
Nays: O
Absent: O




