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Pillage of South Jacksonville
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, August 7, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Christina Butler and recited by all
in attendance.

Roll Call: Roll call was taken with all Trustees in attendance. Also in attendance was President
Richard Samples, Attorney Brandon Clark, Police Chief Eric Hansell, Fire Chief Rich Evans,
Public Works Superintendent Brian English, Code Enforcement Officer Cindy Beddingfield,
Treasurer Mindy Olson and Village Clerk Bentley Landess.

Approval of Agenda: President Samples asked for an approval of the agenda. Motion to
approve by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Preston. Roll call was taken approving the
agenda unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: Ben Cox has resigned from Moving Jacksonville Forward. He has a
few obligations left that he said he would complete. He has one more meeting with the state.
They have had two meetings with Lieutenant governors and some people from the City. There
were some disagreements and Ben decided to leave. If there is anything else to be discussed for
Moving Jacksonville Forward, contact Rob Thomas. This is also his last meeting with the
Village, he will be done reporting as of now.

Mavor’s Report

«  Fire Department Update: Chief Evans reported a total of 49 calls for the month of July.
They did participate in National Night Out — they are running low on their giveaway
items that will need to be restocked. They did receive a $5,000 check from the Norfolk



Safety First Grant. That will be used for 8 or 9 pagers for the new radio system. The
ribeye and porkchop fundraiser will be on September 6.

«  Police Department Update: Chief Hansell reported around 400-450 calls for the month
of July. The police department also participated in National Night Out and there was a
great turnout. They also participated in the Morgan County fair and had the Lego
contest that was successful as well. They have interviewed three employees over the last
few weeks and have started to get them ready to begin.

e  Public Works Update: Brian English reported that they will be hauling out the asphalt
on the old basketball courts for Dewey Park. The dumpster was picked up from
Coronado. They will be putting dirt and grass seed down within the next week. For the
street department, they have done patching, laying concrete and painting curbs. Water
plant, they will be cleaning the wells this next Monday. Three lead lines have also been
replaced.

«  Code Compliance/Enforcement Reports: Cindy Beddingfield reports several complaints
at 222 West Pennsylvania. She has been advised to mow the property and fill out
paperwork for court which she has taken care of. Property on Lincoln stated that it is too
hard to mow, the Village is going to mow it to assess if that needs to be a regular
occurrence.

+  Treasurer’s Report: Mindy Olson reported that the auditors were her for 4 days — there
were no big concerns. Possible internal changes, but they were pleased were how things
looked.

Action Items

1. Approval of Payables for the month of June in the amount of $311,587.81 and the month
of July in the amount of $103,715.56.: President Samples asked for a motion to approve.
Motion to approve by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken

approving the payables unanimously.

2. Approval of minutes for the Board of Trustees Meeting on May 1, 2025, the Special
Board Meeting and Committee of the Whole Meeting on May 15, 2025, the Board of
Trustees Meeting (with executive session minutes) on June 5, 2025, the Special Board
Meeting and Committe of the Whole Meeting on June 17, 2025, the Board of Trustee
Meeting (with executive session minutes) on July 10, 2025 and the Commilttee of the
Whole meeting (with executive session minutes) on July 24, 2025.: President Samples
asked for a motion to approve. Motion to approve by Trustee Colman, second by
Trustee Preston. Roll Call was taken approving the minutes unanimously.

3. Approval of Ordinance Ascertaining the Prevailing Wage Rate of Wages for Laborers,
Workmen, and Mechanics Employed on Public Works for the Village of South
Jacksonville.: President Samples asked for a motion to approve. Motion to approve by
Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken approving the

ordinance unanimously.



4. Discussion and Approval of Tourism Grant for Rotary Club of Jacksonville Oktoberfest
in the amount of $5,000.00.: Kim Brogdon from Rotary Club discussed Oktoberfest —
their biggest fundraiser. It will be held on September 20t at the Fairgrounds from Noon
to 7:00 p.m. There will be various activities for people to participate in. This year, there
will be a kid’s corner, which is new just this year. This will be the 15t year that
Oktoberfest has been held. President Samples asked for a motion to approve. Motion to
approve by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Preston. Roll call was taken approving
the approval of the tourism grant unanimously.

5. Approval of the hiring of new full-time Police Officers.: Chief Hansell reported that
there are 4 officers. Sheryl, Ben and Evan have passed everything they needed to pass —
physical, psychological, background and physical agility. Evan and Ben start on the 18
and Sheryl can start the 237, There is also a lateral transfer who can start working in
about 3 weeks. Next Thursday, he goes to the psychological exam. That would put the
department at 8 officers if the lateral candidate passes.

Discussion Items

1. Budget: Mindy Olson stated that we have always budgeted for a fully staffed
police department, so the additions won’t change the budget. Nothing has changed too
much and she will report the details at the COTW meeting. Trustee Stewart asked if
everyone was okay with no events listed under tourism. Everyone agreed that was okay.
Mindy stated she will be getting with the department heads within the next week to finalize
their parts.

2. Grocery Tax: Mindy Olson stated she added this to the agenda for the public to
have the opportunity to come and address any concerns. There were no community
members present. If this does not pass, it will impact the budget and equipment. Trustee
Coleman noted that he is personally against tax, but he understands as a municipality why it
is important as it could potentially be $20,000-$30,000 a year. Trustee Retzer stated that he
really wrestles with it. As a consumer, he does not like paying taxes, but has a board
member he understands. Trustee Jordan stated that we should keep it. Mindy Olson stated
that most local municipalities have passed it without issue. Next steps will be to bring it to
the next COTW Meeting in September.

3. Animal Control: Mindy Olson reported that she received a response back from
Lisa from animal control. Mindy provided the draft that was sent to them along with the
City of Jacksonville agreement that they have now and the proposed agreement Lisa sent to
Mindy. She highlighted items that she would want to see in an agreement, specifically rate
increases. There is no specification on hours of operation listed in their contract at all.
Mindy asked for monthly reports - they sent semi-annual reports. They did not specify what
the reports are going to state. In the City one, it is very specific as to what the report should
contain. They also added in the reinstatement fee. Mindy wants to find out if this contract
going to be the same for all municipalities. The Village needs to decide how we would like
to respond. Trustee Retzer stated that he would not support anything other than what
Jacksonville is getting. President Samples stated that Mindy, Chief Hansell and himself will
go and have a meeting with the Commissioners to discuss this further.



Old Business:

Building Permits: President Samples stated that the Village took in $1173.49. Improvements to
properties in the total of $192,579.

New Business

The next meeting will be on Thursday, August 21* at 6:30 p.m.

Executive Session: The Board will adjourn into Executive Session to discuss a litigation matter under

Section 2(C) (11) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11)), and to discuss a personnel
matter under Section 2(C) (1) of the Illinois Open Meetings Act (5 ILCS 120/2(c)(1)). IF NEEDED

Adjournment: President Samples asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion to approve by Trustee
Retzer, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken approving the adjournment
unanimously.
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