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Willage of South Jacksonville
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, December 4, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by President Richard Samples at 7:00 p.m.
Pledge of Allegiance: The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance.

Roll Call: Roll call was taken with all Trustees in attendance except Trustee Jordan. Also in
attendance was President Richard Samples, Attorney Rob Cross, Police Chief Eric Hansell,
Fire Chief Rich Evans, Public Works Superintendent Brian English, Treasurer Mindy Olson
and Village Clerk Bentley Landess. Code Enforcement Officer Cindy Beddingfield was absent

from the meeting.

Approval of Agenda: President Samples asked for a motion to approve the agenda as presented.
Motion to approve amended agenda was made by Trustee Retzer, second by Trustee Preston.
Roll call was taken approving the agenda unanimously.

Comments from the Floor: Chris Haschmeyer told the board that they have had some sewage
backup in his basement. They called Roto Rooter and filed an insurance claim. Roto Rooter
was not able to resolve the issue. The issue continued the next day. He saw some gentlemen
working on the sewer in the road and talked to one of them. The worker told him they found
some things and that he should call Village Hall. Mr. Haschmeyer’s insurance denied the claim
since it had something to do with the Village’s sewer. He said he knows we are aware of it
because the Village filed a claim or something because he was contacted by an adjustor. He is
just hoping the Village can do whatever to speed up the process. He lives at 303 West

Vandalia.

Jason Hebron lives at 305 West Vandalia and has pretty much the same situation as Mr.
Haschmeyer. His wife runs a daycare out of their basement. He would like to know if the



Village camered the line once the blockage was resolved. Could this happen again in 6 months
to a year? President Samples said we would take it under advisement, but he does not think we
have sent a camera down the line as of yet. Mr. Hebron said he knows we are waiting on the
insurance so that is his only question. President Samples said we do not respond during the
Public Comment section.

Mavor’s Report

«  Fire Department Update: Chief Evans reported a total of 47 calls for the month of
November. The Village received a check in the amount of $2,000 for the assistance at
the fire at Sheppard’s salvage yard. A reminder of the 20" annual Cookie Walk will be
held on December 13, 2025, starting at 7:00am.

*  Police Department Update: Chief Hansell reported they had a total of 629 calls during
the month of November. Qur two new recruits will be graduating from the academy
tomorrow and will be on the streets on Monday.

«  Public Works Update: President Samples said he wanted to commend Brian and his
crew for the great job they did cleaning the streets after the snow. Mr. English reported
that they got the streets cleaned up and he is sure there are some leaves still out there
they will get. The water plant has been running pretty well, and the new generator has
arrived for the lift station on Main. It just needs to be hooked up.

«  Code Compliance/Enforcement Reports: Cindy Beddingfield is not here to report but
the building report for November is in the packets.

«  Treasurer’s Report: Mindy Olson reported that she included in the packets a few quotes
we have received for health insurance. She is still waiting for a few more. Ms. Olson
included a summary report for the PLHM steam show grant for the Board to review.
The sewer backup issue claim was filed, and she responded to the adjustors request for
information yesterday. She has not heard back from her yet.

Action Items

1. Approval of Payables for the month of November in the amount of $121,934.11:
President Samples asked for a motion to approve the payables as presented. Motion to
approve the payables by Trustee Stewart, seconded by Trustee Butler. Roll call was
taken approving the payables unanimously.

2. Approval of Treasurer’s Report for August, September and October 2025: President
Samples asked for a motion to approve the Treasurer Reports for August, September
and October 2025. Trustee Butler asked if the amount on the back of the report for CD
interest was an amount or percentage. Treasurer Olson said the numbers are
percentages. Trustee Butler asked what we need to do to get the lower percentage one
moved to a higher rate. Treasurer Olson said it is somewhat complicated because the
investments are at banks we do other business with. She said the investments were
opened back in 2021, and she would need to research the ordinance or whatever was
approved to establish the investments before suggesting any changes. She does not



suggest shopping around to other banks given our relationship with our current banks.
President Samples said we are also required to keep a certain amount of money in the
banks as well. Treasurer Olson will do some research. Motion to approve by Trustee
Coleman, second by Trustee Butler. Roll Call was taken approving the minutes

unanimously.

3. Approval of an Ordinance Levying Taxes for the Fiscal Year Commencing with the
First Day of May 2025 and Ending with the Last Day of April 2026: President Samples
asked Treasurer Olson to explain the tax levy. Treasurer Olson said the tax levy is due
in December of every year. She said the Village can ask for whatever rate they would
like, however, that does not mean we will get it. There are several factors that play into
what a municipality gets for taxes. If the Village goes over 5% of the amount received
in the prior year for taxes, we would need to hold a truth in taxation hearing. We are
only at 4.8% for the request, so the hearing is not necessary. President Samples said the
taxes are based on the equalized assessed value, and the Village does not have anything
to do with those figures. He said he believes the Jacksonville School District is asking
for a 10% tax levy. Treasurer Olson said she thinks the City of Jacksonville is asking
for a large rate as well. Attorney Cross said most municipalities ask for 4.99% every
year. Trustee Coleman asked if this is what we requested last year. Treasurer Olson
said last year was right about the same percentage.

Trustee Preston asked if the fire district passed would it affect these numbers. Trustee
Coleman said no because we must fund the new district for one year. Treasurer Olson
said technically we do not levy separately for the fire department. The only
departments we levy separately are the Police Department and the Road District.
President Samples asked for a motion to approve the ordinance as presented. Motion to
approve by Trustee Butler, second by Trustee Coleman. Roll call was taken approving
the ordinance unanimously.

4. Approval of an Ordinance Establishing Administrative Fees and Storage Fees,
and Abandoned, Inoperable and Junked/Wrecked Motor Vehicles Removal and
Impoundment: President Samples asked Chief Hansell to elaborate on the ordinance.
Chief Hanell said many departments around the area charge fees for impounding,
storage, administrative, etc. The Village does not currently have an ordinance to charge
those fees. Treasurer Olson also added that once the ordinance is passed, we will begin
to charge fees for any items the department has in possession currently. President
Samples asked for a motion to approve the ordinance as presented. Motion to approve
the ordinance as presented was made by Trustee Coleman, second by Trustee Retzer.
Roll Call was taken approving the ordinance unanimously.

5. Approval of 2026 Holiday Schedule for the Village: President Samples asked for a
motion to approve the schedule as presented. Trustee Butler asked if we get the general
election day off as well. Trustee Stewart said that it is 14 days. She asked why we have
“Black Friday” off. Treasurer Olson advised that is just the term Amy used. Itis the



day after Thanksgiving that is given off. Trustee Stewart said if we add the general
election we will go up to 15 days off and that seems like a lot. Treasurer Olson suggests
we remove the primary election and add the general election to keep it at 14 days.
Treasurer Olson said the Board really does not need to approve the schedule since it is
in the union contracts and the employee handbooks what holidays everyone gets. She
will update the days and circulate the updated schedule to the board. Motion to table
the schedule was made by Trustee Stewart, second by Trustee Preston. Roll call was
taken approving the motion unanimously.

6. Approval of Board Meeting Schedule for 2026: President Samples said his only
question was the July meeting. The day was July 9, 2026, but the board could meet on
July 2, 2026. Attorney Cross said the board really should not hold a meeting before a
holiday. President Samples asked for a motion to approve the schedule as presented.
Motion to approve by Trustee Coleman, seconded by Trustee Retzer. Roll call was
taken approving the schedule unanimously.

Discussion Items

1. Gaming License: President Samples presented the board with a note regarding a request
by Hopper Trailer Sales for a gaming license. This would require the board to issue an
additional gaming license to the existing 7 licenses already approved. It is his opinion
that there are enough licenses in existence now. He suggests waiting 30 days before
deciding. Trustee Coleman asked if they have a gaming license, are they also required
to have a liquor license. President Samples said yes, they are required, however our
gaming license incorporates a liquor license into it. Treasurer Olson reminded the board
that Hopper RV would like to add a room to their existing facility where they can put
the gaming machines. This would help bring in revenue during their off season. They
hope to attract people from the truck stop and hotels. Trustee Coleman said he agrees
with President Samples. Trustee Stewart said previous boards worked very hard to limit
the number of licenses the Village has. This was a very long and hard process. She
would not be in favor of a new license.

2. First Christian Church Parking Lot: President Samples told the board he reached out to
Jim Burke who is our engineer for our streets. He has included in the packet Mr.
Burke’s response. He also noted that someone, perhaps Pennell Forklift, has made an
entrance onto route 67. That is not an approved drive. President Samples said he is
intent to follow Mr. Burke’s instruction and utilize his firm in analyzing any and all site
plans provided by the church prior to the start of construction. He sent the letter
included in the packet to First Christian Church on November 28, 2025.

3. Tornado Siren: President Samples said we received a bid from GTSI in the amount of
$41,605.00 to replace the siren at the Hardin Shop. The current siren is working as of
now. Chief Hansell said the two that we need to replace are at the Village Shop on



Hardin and on Belmont. President Samples is in the processing of getting other quotes
to compare.

Old Business:

1. Animal Control: Trustee Stewart asked if there was any update on animal control.
Chief Hansell said during the snowstorm they collected a loose dog. The Village had no
where to take it, so Officer Helmich took it home. Chief Hansell told Officer Helmich
to take the dog to Village Hall shop. They put out a Facebook post and shortly found
the owner. Other than that, we have had no issues. Trustee Butler asked if we plan to
keep doing this should the Village put an ordinance in place for fees and such.
President Samples said we probably should. The Village does have an ordinance, but it
is very outdated. Treasurer Olson said the ultimate goal is to go back with animal
control if they come to their senses. Trustee Coleman suggested we make it a
discussion item for the committee of the whole meeting.

New Business

1. The next meeting will be on Thursday, December 18™ at 6:30 p.m.

Executive Session: There is no need for an executive session.

Adjournment: President Samples asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion to approve by Trustee
Coleman, second by Trustee Preston. Roll call was taken approving the adjournment
unanimously.
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